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1. 
SUMMARY
1.1 The Economic Regeneration team works to support the delivery of the ‘Mansfield - A Plan for Growth and Recovery’.  The overarching vision of the growth plan is to maximise the opportunities for people and businesses to grow and meet the current business challenges in Mansfield.  
2.
BACKGROUND
2.1.1 Since the dissolution of the shared regeneration service and in response to economic recovery and business support following the impact of Covid-19 a number of business support initiatives have been developed and working with partners in order to ensure Mansfield is resilient and a place for growth . There have been new support developments and data available as to the state of Mansfield and this briefing provides a summary update. 
3. 
CURRENT/ NEW INITIATIVES
3.1      Community Renewal Fund (CRF)
Scheme overview
The CRF is to help local areas prepare for the introduction of the UK Shared Prosperity Fund, the UK Government is providing funding in 2021/22 through the UK Community Renewal Fund. Bids are invited that build on local insight and knowledge, and project proposals that align with long-term strategic plans for local growth, target people most in need and support community renewal.
Mansfield, Bassetlaw and Newark and Sherwood able to apply for £3 million each (priority 1) 

Aim
Projects must deliver and align with at least one of these investment priorities:
•
Investment in skills.

•
Investment for local business.

•
Investment in communities and place.

•
Supporting people into employment

The priorities are:
•
helping those who have been disproportionately affected by the pandemic to be supported back into work.

•
supporting small businesses and encouraging new businesses.

•
supporting market towns by improving footfall.

•
encouraging more visitors to Nottinghamshire to help support the local tourism and hospitality trade.

•
helping businesses improve their low carbon credentials.

•
supporting manufacturers to digitally upskill the workforce to meet the increasing challenges of advances in technology.

Timeline:
•
18th June successful subs to Gov, 

•
Decision Jul/ Aug, 

•
Scheme completion and delivery by March 2022.
Future
The CRF is a pilot scheme as part of the Shared Prosperity Fund as is the Levelling Up fund and Towns Fund.
MDC BID submission
Mansfield District Council (MDC) will lead and unite with Newark and Sherwood District Council (N&SDC) and Bassetlaw District Council (BDC) to help our rural and market town Communities bounce back, breathing new life into disadvantaged communities and address the districts’ unique challenges with 12 innovative pilot projects. The strategic context behind this work will achieve our collective aims to help our communities and residents who have been disproportionately affected by the pandemic to get back into work, grow local businesses and improve local footfall through tourism and hospitality trade.  

· Heritage and Culture Strategy – distinct but integrated action plans for each district with a  strategic ‘place based’ approach to be inclusive of public realm and open space

.

· Future Market Towns Programme – consultants and marketing experts will support new tests for street food, small-scale events, night markets, outdoor concerts and theatre, firework displays, and night-time street performances.

· Mega-Events – a series of unforgettable free cultural mega-events of significant scale and ambition coupled with targeted community engagement activities.

· Bright Idea Public Art Commission – light-night style installations or performances that show off the market towns’ historical assets.  

· The Aspiration Academy - industry careers seminars/workshops and surgeries, Cultural Coaches, Inclusion Café, Artist Mentoring Scheme. Specifically targeted to young people with disabilities and under-represented groups.  

· Creative Business Month – a celebration of creative businesses, featuring awareness campaigns, networking, coaching, business advice and a business expo.  

· Rural Strategy Explore and Test - explore ways of extending tourism seasons and test a number of quality tourism products that meet visitors’ needs and expectations

· Age Friendly Futures – A Nottinghamshire Aging Partnership to coordinate a strategic Response to the skills, employment and tourism opportunities/challenges of an ageing Population

· Places to Celebrate – grants programme for community/faith organisations to present inclusive opportunities that gather diverse visitors, potentially for the first time to market towns  


· Digital Tourist – local digital enablement feasibility study, tourism websites, virtual tours, digital signage and displays, Wi-Fi/5G, out of home gamification and digital advertising. 


· The Creative Innovation Hive – nurture links between universities, education providers and small creative businesses, including feasibility for distinctive and characterful working and studio spaces and diversity of the creative industries workforce.


· Growing our Future - a portfolio of green jobs and skills to help meet employment and enterprise themes 
*See theme priority document: UK Community Renewal Fund themes (Mansfield Bassetlaw Newark Sherwood) OSC
3.2      Business start-up, growth, vacant shop and shop front improvement grants

Delivery of business start-up grant, Growth grant, Shop front improvement grant and vacant shop grant (each up to £2,500)
	
	July – Sept

2020
	Oct – Dec

2020
	Jan – March

2021
	April – June

2021
	Year

Total

	Number of enquiries
	
	
	
	
	

	Start-up
	13
	14
	12
	5
	45

	Growth
	4
	12
	8
	5
	29

	Shop fronts
	0
	2
	3
	
	5

	Vacant shops
	2
	3
	4
	1
	10

	TOTAL
	19
	31
	27
	7
	89

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Applications received
	
	
	
	
	

	Start-up
	3
	9
	6
	3
	22

	Growth
	1
	9
	9
	4
	23

	Shop fronts
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1

	Vacant shop
	1
	2
	4
	1
	8

	TOTAL
	5
	21
	19
	7
	54

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grants approved
	
	
	
	
	

	Start-up
	0
	7
	3
	1
	11

	Growth
	0
	6
	2
	3
	11

	Shop fronts
	0
	0
	0
	
	0

	Vacant shops
	0
	2
	3
	
	5

	TOTAL
	0
	15
	8
	3
	27

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Amount awarded
	0
	£26,000
	£15,500
	£9,075
	


There is a total of £93,435 remaining at 1 June 2021 

4 applications not going ahead

4 deferred

2 refused

17 pipeline 


https://www.mansfield.gov.uk/business-support-1/business-grant-schemes-1/1 
3.3      Business support, training and town centre reopening safely

Direct support provided to retails and town centre businesses in order to reopen safely in co-ordination with town centres team and other Council services, Mansfield BID, Four Seasons shopping centre and M&A 2020. The support includes:
· Direct business advice

· Delivery of training with retail focus via webinars in Social media, website development and visual merchandising – Funded by the Welcome back fund.

· 2 Ambassadors supporting the sign up of retailer on newsletter for future support – currently 2300 business subscribers.

· Provide weekly information, news and scheme updates
· Access to finance and safely information
.
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	Week commencing
	Footfall 2021
	Footfall 2020
	Variance
	%

	15 March
	54,727
	82,080
	-25,353
	-33.3%

	22 March
	53,504
	30,366
	+23,238
	+76.5%

	29 March
	56,218
	25,159
	+31,059
	+123.5%

	5 April
	51,232
	26,120
	+25,112
	+96.1%

	12 April
	107,429
	26,964
	+80,465
	+298.4%

	19 April
	94,061
	30,426
	+63,635
	+209.1%

	26 April
	86,667
	28,754
	+57,913
	+201.4%

	3 May
	72,760
	30,463
	+42,297
	+138.8%

	10 May
	82,329
	34,280
	+48,049
	+140.2%

	17 May
	82,443
	37,792
	+44,651
	+118.1%

	24 May
	92,408
	40,007
	+52,401
	+131%


3.4       Continue to work with enterprise partners to deliver business training and advice to local businesses e.g. D2N2 Growth HUB D2N2 Growth hub. This includes:
Funding for Growth - Grant and Loan Schemes
Universities - Workshops, Networks, Graduate Placements

Innovation Support - Innovate UK, Universities

Export/Overseas Tenders - DIT, EEN

E-commerce - Digital adoption and exploitation

Energy Efficiency - Direct support from subject matter experts

Sector Specific Support - Direct support from subject matter experts

Skills Access Hub - Assistance with Recruitment and Training

Start Up Support - Local Enterprise Agencies, Princes Trust

Networks and Events - Connecting the business community

4. 
COMMENTS OF HEAD OF PLANNING & REGENERATION
The Council has adopted a Corporate Plan, “Making Mansfield, Towards 2030”, which places Growth as a key priority for the future to facilitate the further objectives around Place shaping, Aspiration and Wellbeing. The growth in business development within Mansfield and district is essential for future employment opportunities and skills development. The Council need to be considering an ambitious approach towards stimulating growth and investment in the District and this proposal will help to achieve this. 
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